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The Opposition in the House found themselves in a
difficult predicament j for having so vociferously proclaimed
their approval when the measure looked as if it would prove
a resounding popular success, they could not now, with any
sense of decency, turn and rend it. What they actually
did was neither seemly nor chivalrous; they continued to
give it perfunctory support in Parliament, while allowing
their agents and supporters in the country to misrepresent
it and to attack it without moderation. In his intense
eagerness to run with the hare and hunt with the hounds,
Bonar Law cut a truly ludicrous figure; and when he made
his famous " Yes and No " speech, he became a figure of
fun for the whole nation, Finally, after passing the
Commons with substantial majorities, the Insurance
Bill gained the approval of the House of Lords on
December nth.
The Insurance Act was henceforward the law of the land*
But so comprehensive a measure, needing the tona-jfwfc
co-operation of almost the whole community, could never
be worked in the face of persistent obstruction and hostility*
The Government accordingly decided, early in 1912, that
it would be necessary to undertake extensive propaganda
on its behalf*   Now that the Conservatives were showing
their real hostility* in spite of the lip service done to the
measure by  their  leaders  in  Parliament,   the  Liberals
considered that they were fully entitled to treat it henceforth
as a Party measure,   For if they were to be saddled with
all the temporary unpopularity accruing from the Act,
surely they would be entitled also to any ultimate popularity
which might spring from it when the workers had begun
to reap the benefits which it held m store for them J  That
it would, sooner or later, come to be warmly appreciated
by the labouring classes, Lloyd George never doubted for a
moment.